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reputable dealers, doesn’t it make sense to do business with 
Northeast Numismatics directly? We invite you to come see us 
at major coin shows or to call, write or email us today. We are 
an authorized dealer of all the major grading services. 
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President's 
Comments 


by William Harkins 





support, through your membership and donations. We would 

also like to thank those who contribute to this newsletter with 
your news articles and advertisements it is greatly appreciated. 

Plans are now being finalized for our 77", Conference and 
Convention. ‘This year's Conference and Convention will be 
held on Saturday October 2"%, in conjunction with the New 
Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, October 1-2, 2021 at the 
Manchester Downtown Hotel/Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm 
Street, Manchester, N.H. Plans include the Club Table, Exhibits, 
Y.N Program, “What is it Table” and the Annual Meeting with the 
elections of officers. We look forward to seeing our members so 
please visit the club table and say hello. This will also be a good 
time to view the exhibits and to pick up this year’s medals set. 

Please note that the status for the Y.N Program is subject to 
change depending on any COVID-19 restrictions that may set by 
NENA, the State of New Hampshire or EBW Promotions. 

If you havent visited our website lately, please do the site has 
been updated with information pertaining to our activities, Club 
listings and announcements. There is also a link to the Newman 


: would like to start by thanking you our members for your 


4 NenaNews 


Numismatic Portal where our archives can be found, click on 
NENAs history tab. For more information visit us at www. 
nenacoin.org. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better serve 
you, please let us know. You may email me at williamharkins@ 
comcast.net or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 
01888. 


Sincerely 
William Harkins 


Elections: In 2021, terms expire for the Treasurer; All Directors 
at Large; State Director for Connecticut; State Director for New 
Hampshire and State Director for Rhode (currently vacant). The 
chart below shows the status: 


SEAT INCUMBENT CANDIDATES 


Stanley Sobiech Michael Viens 
Robert Hewey Robert Hewey 


Director Kevin Winn Kevin Winn 


Director John Ferreri John Ferreri 


Director Michael Viens Stanley Sobiech 
Director Robert Fritsch 
Connecticut Donat Charron Donat Charron 
New Hampshire Robert Drew 


Rhode Ward 


We are now accepting nominations for all positions if you 
wish to be put on the ballot or nominate someone, please contact 
William Harkins at P.O. Box 2021 Woburn, MA 01888 or by email 
at williamharkins@comcast.net. We now meet via conference call 
to save on travel expenses and time and only meet about eight 
times a year for an hour or so on Saturday mornings. 
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The New England 
Numismatic Association 


77 Conference & Convention 


Saturday, October 2, 2021 


To be held in conjunction with the New 
Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo. 
October 1-2, 2021 


Double Tree by Hilton, 
700 Elm Street, Manchester, N.H. 


Make plans now to attend one of New 
England’s premier numismatic events. 


Young Numismatists (Y.N.) Program 
NENA Club Table 
“What is it?” (Coin Identification) Table 
Exhibits 
Annual Meeting 
Meet numismatic friends and acquaintances. 
For more information visit: nhcoinexpo.com 
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The Most Famous Roman Coin 


Benjamin D. R. Hellings’ 


rguably, the most famous Roman coin is that of Brutus, 
celebrating the assassination of Caesar and the Ides of 
March. Nearly everyone, from schoolchildren to profes- 
sional historians, know of the murder of Julius Caesar on the Ides 
of March (15 March, 44 BC). Less people, however, will know that 
it is commemorated on a coin. The coins iconography is immensely 
significant and is repeated through history; it appears again in the 
Roman era but also even later, as Lorenzo de Medici also issued 
medals with a similar reverse. Even the coins’ significance during 
the Roman era is not to be underestimated as it is one of only a few 
specifically mentioned by classical authors (Dio Cassius, Roman 
History 47.25.3: “Brutus stamped upon the coins which were being 
minted his own likeness and a cap and two daggers, indicating by 
this and by the inscription that he and Cassius had liberated the 
fatherland”). 

To fully appreciate this coin, one needs to understand the 
historical and political context of Rome at the time and before. In 
54 BC, Brutus was elected as a triumvir monetalis (board of three 
moneyers) that was responsible for the production of coins for the 
Roman Republic. He issued coins illustrating his strong Republican 
views as evidenced with a coin displaying Libertas on one side and 
portraits of his ancestors L. Junius Brutus (who overthrew Tarquin- 





| Jackson-Tomasko Associate Curator of Numismatics, Yale Uni- 
versity Art Gallery. The RRC references included with the images 
refer to M. H. Crawford, Roman Republican Coinage, Cambridge, 
1974, Continued on next page 
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The Most Famous Roman Coin Continued 


ius Superbus, the last Etruscan king of Rome) and Servilius Ahala 
(the later fifth century BC tyrannicide) — both coins are in Yales 
collection (Fig. 1 and 2). During Caesar's Civil War (49-45 BC), 
Brutus sided with Pompey (despite his hatred of him) against Cae- 
sar but after a defeat at Pharsalus (48 BC), sought and was granted 
Caesars pardon, continuing to receive his favor thereafter. 





Figure 1 - Head of Libertas and L. Iunius Brutus walking between 
two lictors, issued by Marcus Iunius Brutus. Denarius, 54 BC. 
2005.6.194. RRC 433/1. 





Figure 2 - Portraits of L. Iunius Brutus and C. Servilius Ahala, 
issued by Marcus Iunius Brutus. Denarius, 54 BC. 2001.87.1865. 
RRC 433/2. 


Over the course of the Caesarian Civil War and shortly there- 
after, Caesar slowly cemented his power at Rome, while the Senate 
continuously bestowed honorary titles to him, such as dictator for 
life (Fig. 3). This culminated into the issuance of a group of coins 
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with Caesar's portrait during his lifetime that has often been inter- 
preted as the final blow to a faction of the Senate who valued their 
right to rule. Thus, a group of senators, known as the ‘Liberators’ or 
‘Conspirators, formed and Brutus became leader of the faction due 
to his ancestral history, along with Cassius. After their assassination 
of Caesar, 15 March, 44 BC (Ides of March), Brutus was compelled 
to leave Rome due to public outrage. Brutus was declared a public 
enemy on 28 November 44 BC, but this was repealed in February 
43 BC. Suspecting the ‘Caesarian’ faction planned to avenge Caesar, 
he levied an army while governor of several eastern provinces, seiz- 
ing funds prepared by Caesar for his Parthian expedition (stored 

in Greece), using them to campaign against the Bessi in Thrace for 
which he was hailed an imperator (a military title) by his troops. 

As the triumvirate was formed (an alliance between Lepidus, Mark 
Antony, and Octavian Caesar - later Augustus), he was once again 
outlawed and joined forces with Cassius. 





Figure 3 - Wreathed head of Caesar, with the title CAESAR 
DICT[ATOR] PEPPETVO. Denarius, 44 BC. 2001.87.577. RRC 
480/13. 


In the summer of 42 BC, Cassius and 
Continued on next page 


NenaNews 9 


The Most Famous Roman Coin Continued 


Brutus marched through Macedonia and faced Octavian outside 
Philippi in October and won the battle. Cassius, issued a commem- 
orative coin, conservative in style, remaining true to the Republican 
cause, while Brutus followed the self-advertising line of Mark Anto- 
ny in the new age of unashamed political propaganda striking coins 
with his own portrait (on the obverse of the coin). On the reverse, 
the coin displayed the pileus (a.k.a. the cap of liberty; the symbol 

of the Dioscuri, saviors of Rome, and traditionally given to slaves 
who had received their freedom) between the daggers that executed 
Caesar. In an ironic twist of fate, Brutus committed suicide during 
the second battle at Philippi on 23 October 42 BC, using the dagger 
with which he assassinated Caesar. 





Figure 4 - EID MAR denarius. 42 BC. Heritage Auctions 
12 September 2011. Auction 3015, lot 23268. RRC 508/3. 


The EID MAR coins of Brutus are not particular rare, with ap- 
proximately 100 specimens surviving. ‘Their price tag, however, is 
exorbitantly prohibitive, due to their popularity and high demand. 
The most expensive recorded public sale was $546,250 with BP, 
sold by Heritage Auctions in 12 September 2011 (auction 3015, lot 
23268). The cheapest specimens in the public market float around 
$100,000 with numerous examples sold around that price mark. 
Contemporary plated EID MAR coins hover around the $20,000- 
$30,000 price tag, making them slightly ‘more attainable for normal 
collectors. In general, these coins are not going to be found with 
your average collector. If one is lucky and dedicated to purchasing 
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one, heavily worn (usually plated) examples can be purchased for 
under $10,000. 

The obverse of this most famous Roman coin is often over- 
looked due to the overwhelming significance and recognition of 
the reverse (daggers and pileus) but the only securely identified 
portraits of Brutus occur on coins inscribed with his name, offering 
an important contribution to those studying the development of art 
and portraiture during the transition of the late Republic and early 
Imperial period. 

The reverse of the coin is obviously important as well. In 
fact, a very little known detail is that it was reused on another Ro- 
man coin during the Imperial period; the pileus and daggers appear 
on a coin struck during the Civil War period (AD 68-9), about 100 
years after Brutus’ coin, and offers collectors a cheaper price point 
to acquire this iconic piece of Roman iconography. 

Again, the historical context is important to understand 
why same iconography was reused. On April 2nd or 3rd AD 68 
Galba was hailed imperator (a military honor) by Spanish legions 
at Carthago Nova. Refusing to accept the title, he acted as legatus of 
the Senate and Roman people. Galba, however, was openly support- 
ive of the revolt of Vindex against Nero, and the two formed an alli- 
ance.” Ihe commander of the armies in Germania Superior, Lucius 
Verginius Rufus, however, advanced against Vindex. At Vesontio in 
May of that year (modern Besancon), Rufus and Vindex clashed, 
resulting in utter destruction of Vindex's army and consequently 
his suicide. Shaken by the failure of Vindex, Galba stated publicly 
that he would not attempt to seize the empire. However, in the 
middle of June, after the death of Nero, the senate appointed Galba 
as princeps. Galba, who owed his position in part to Vindex, struck 
commemorative coins for the man who had a “passionate love of 
freedom” (Dio Cassius, Roman History, 63.22.1-2). Galba supported 
Vindex's revolt because he too shared an interest in restoring con- 
stitutional freedom. Thus, the reason for the Libertas Restituta type. 

This Libertas Restituta (Liberty Restored) denarius, has a 


* Galba was governor of Hispania Tarraconensis and Vindex was 
governor of Gallia Lugdunensis. 


Continued on next page 
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The Most Famous Roman Coin Continued 


draped bust of Libertas on the obverse and the pileus and daggers 
on the reserve. Although this coin offers a cheaper price point than 
the EID MAR denarius, it is far rarer. Only 10 examples are known, 
six official denarii and four contemporary plated. Of the official de- 
narii, five of the six are in institutions (Den Haag/Leiden, London, 
Turin, Paris, and Vienna) and one is available in private trade (last 
sold in CNG 72, 14 June 2006, lot 1405 for $18,000). Of the plated 
examples, three are on the private market and Yale owns the fourth. 
Yale acquired its plated example in January 2020 (Fig. 5). It is the 
best preserved plated example and ranks around 5" in condition for 
all contemporary examples that remain today. 





Figure 5 - Libertas Restituta (Liberty Restored). Plated denarius 
from the Civil War AD 68. Sold at auction, CNG Triton XXIII, 14- 
15 January, 2020, lot 677. Now at the Yale University Art Gallery. 


So, what is the significance of these two coins with the daggers 
and pileus. The EID MAR coin struck by Brutus raises interesting 
questions. In my teaching (previously at Oxford University and 
now at Yale), I ask students to consider whether ‘propaganda is a 
useful concept when discussing Roman coinage. A key component 
of the discussion centers around whether we can discern at what 
point there is a clear break from Republican iconography, when 
coinage becomes ‘imperial, and whether the transformation was 
inevitable. The EID MAR coin is central to the complexities of the 
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issues being discussed. As a ‘Liberator’ of the Republic, how can 
Brutus justify the use of such potent iconography in addition to his 
own portraiture, while celebrating a ‘Republican’ event? 

What are we to make of a coin emulating Brutus’ coin 100-years 
afterwards? Is there a relationship between the celebration of the 
death of Caesar (the first of the Julio-Claudian dynasty) and Nero 
(the last of the dynasty)? How many Senators were still of “Repub- 
lican’ mind (after more than 50 years of imperial rule)? Would 
people have understood the reference of this coin? How was this 
particular reverse selected, when coins of Brutus EID MAR were 
also scarce and now over a century old? Does this mean that Re- 
publican iconography persisted well into the Imperial period? And 
why were those fighting in the Civil War of AD 68/9 more ‘Re- 
publican than Brutus, the ‘Liberator’ of Rome? These interesting 
questions are unlikely to ever have a clear answer and offer students 
of ancient coinage a fascinating entry point into the iconography 
of ancient coinage and some of Romes most important historical 
events. 4 


Colony Coin Co. 


78 Bowers St. Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-244-1972 
Arthur Fitts Harvey Fenton 
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Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion. 
Please call ahead for store hours. 
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Koosevelt Dimes — the Old, 
the New, the Proofs 


By Mark Benvenuto 


hen it comes to a 
collecting ten- 
cent pieces, it’s 
a fair bet that plenty of us 
either focus on Mercury aa “March of Dimes Set 
dimes, or know someone PO Lie Te 
who does. Theyareatruly | Rum aia? 
classic U.S. ten-cent piece, : 
sport some beautiful, bold | 
artwork, and seem to have 
a permanent place in the 

limelight, at least when 

extremely high end ones 

cross the auction block. | \ 
Lost in that shine is the 1 > 
humble, much more cur- i | 
rent Roosevelt dime. But | 
President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt has been on our 
dimes since 1946, which means there are certainly plenty of them 
we can collect. 

From 1946 - the year after Mr. Roosevelt passed away in of- 
fice — to 1964 the Roosevelt dimes were made of 90% silver, as were 
our quarters and half dollars. There's not a huge amount of silver 
in any dime, and there are no rare dates within that span of time. 












Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 
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Thus, they are not particularly expensive today, even the mint state 
examples. In addition, the fact that the series is still being minted 
takes away some of the allure of a closed set, like the Mercurys, and 
keeps the prices down. But precisely because the prices are low — 
even in the middle mint state grades — it is not too difficult at all to 
assemble what can now be called a short set of excellent ten-cent 
pieces, ending at 1964. 

But there is much more to the Roosevelt dime series than just an 
early string of dates and mintmarks which are 90% silver. A person 
could collect all the proof dates and mint marks that are made from 
the copper-nickel clad composition for only a couple of dollars per 
coin, even in upper levels of proof or mint state. And in that gen- 
eral time there is the sole coin in the series we can call a rarity - the 
1970-S no S piece — which does come connected to a hefty price tag. 
But let's admit it, something about a series of base metal coins that 
had their beginning as real silver can be boring. Sure, the person 
who is truly into Mr. Roosevelt's life - and it was an amazing one - 
might go for all of the dates and mint marks. But this just might be 
a deeper pool than most of us want to jump into. 

There are however all the newer, silver, proof Roosevelt dimes 
that have been issued since 1992. Ever since the United States Mint 
got back into the arena of silver proof sets starting that year, there 
has been a healthy output annually. There have not always been 
a million sets produced; but the number is routinely high enough 
that any collector who wants one can get one (or more). And even 
in high PF grades, they don't cost too much. Someone new to the 
series will find that $20 goes a long way. 

Curiously, when it comes to assembling some type of set of 
these proof dimes — and not the entire Mint-issued proof set — we 
might actually have to do a bit of hunting. After all, every proof 
dime that is a stand-alone coin is one that came from someone 
breaking up a proof set. Why do this? Well, it could be to send 
some or all of the coins to one of the grading services to see if any 
come back with that perfect PF-70 grade. Or there may be other 
reasons as well. But this does get us to the idea that if we are going 
to hunt down only PF-69 Roosevelts, for example, we should prob- 
ably stick to encapsulated coins. Unless we are sure of our ability 
to grade these ten-cent pieces perfectly, and to do so reproducibly 


Continued on next page 
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Roosevelt Dimes Continued 


time and again, it’s probably wise to purchase coins that sport a 
grade which someone else agrees with. It's comforting to know that 
all our PF-69’s are indeed that grade. 

As well as the modern, silver, proof Roosevelt dimes, a person 
can stay with the base metal versions of the proofs, meaning those 
with a copper core, and a copper-nickel alloy on the outside. They 
do cost less, although the price of the silver proofs is hardly some- 
thing to worry about all that much. We said that $20 would go a 
long way in collecting the modern silver proofs. We can generally 
get by on even less when it comes to the copper-nickel clad ver- 
sions. 

Believe it or not, there is actually another possibility or two 
when it comes to the best of the best among the Roosevelt dimes. 
In 2015 and again in 2018, the Mint put out a smaller number of 
“reverse proof silver” dimes. When this first happened, a few of 
the more cynical in our crowd cried, “Foul!” since they thought 
the collecting community was simply being milked for money for 
a new product. But for the most part, the collecting community 
seems to find these to be attractive items that are worth adding toa 
collection. The 2015-P reverse silver proof may qualify as the most 
expensive Roosevelt ever, at about $100 in a PF-69 grade. But if 
we think about it, that's not too bad for a coin with an official Mint 
tally of only 74,430 pieces. 

As if reverse proofs were not enough, the Mint also released the 
2017-S “clad enhanced” piece into the growing mix. The descrip- 
tors might sound good, but enough of them were made that higher 
end mint state examples still only cost about $10 today. If we want 
to go to the very top with this piece, well, even the fine sellers of 
eBay are only asking about $25 for examples in SP70, the highest 
grade one can get. 

As we said at the beginning, the Roosevelt dimes don't get 
nearly the share of the white-hot spotlight that their older siblings, 
the Mercury dimes, do. But in going through this long series, and 
looking at some of the possibilities, we can see that these ten-cent 
pieces might be worth more than the benign neglect from which 
they generally suffer. A collection of proof Roosevelt dimes might 
turn out to be quite handsome. & 
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American Historic 
Coins & Collectibles 


908-657-0902 


www.americanhistoriccoins.com 


COVID CONSCIOUS 


SELLING OPTIONS 





OUR BUYER COMES TO YOU, 
BY EMAIL & U.S. MAIL, 
OR 
VISIT OUR SHOP 
15 N. Main St, C5 


Bellingham, MA 02019 
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NUMISMATICS 


40 Years of Buying, Selling & Appraising 
P. O. Box 501, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 fe 2S 
We are open by Appointment On 
Call (508) 753-9695 


For over 40 years, we have prided ourselves as one of 
the top coin collectors and dealers in the Boston and 
Worcester region. We are known for gathering rare, 
special and collector coins. However, we buy and sell 
much more. Some of what we will purchase and sell 

includes: 

Silver & Gold Coins 
Silver, Gold & Platinum Bullion 
International Mint & Proof Sets 
Foreign Commemorative Coins 

US & Foreign Paper Currency 
Rare US & World Coins 
International Silver & Gold Coins 
And More 
We are more than just coin dealers. We are historians, 
and are knowledgeable about rare currency, from both 
the United States, as well as International currency. We 
work with both coins, along with paper currency. If you 
would like to trade or sell your entire collection, we will 
offer youa 
FREE, NO-OBLIGATION OFFER 
for the entire collection! We will come to you as well fora 
FREE APPRAISAL OR CONSULTATION 
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The 1955 “Bugs Bunny’ 
ralf Dollar 


Eric M. Hildebrandt 





y initial reaction when I heard (c. 1972) that there was a 
“Bugs Bunny” variety of the 1955 Half Dollar (BB55) was 
that I had to have one. Especially so since the premium 
for the variety compared with the “plain” 1955 Franklin Half was 
so small. From the Fall of 1989 to the Summer of 1990, I actively 
pursued the acquisition of this variety. This article will give a die 
state analysis of nine coins that show a die clash caused the variety, 
and what the mint did to “improve or fix” the clash. Also, to fully 
understand the creation of this variety, a brief history of the politi- 
cal and artistic aspects for the creation of the Franklin Half Dollars 
will be discussed. 

I found that the coin that I bought from “Kappy’s Coins’, in 
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Norwood, MA to have the best definition of the extra “fangs” 
amongst all the BB55's that I saw and bought. Unfortunately, the 
reverse had a thin, vertical staple scratch running totally across 
the coin, right thru the center. It is still an attractive coin. When I 
started to collect the BB55’s they cost about $15 in MS63-64 con- 
dition, whereas a “normal” 1955 Franklin Half Dollar cost about 
$11-$12 dollars. The last one that I bought cost me $45, and I had 
enough! 

When I looked carefully at my Franklin Half collection, sev- 
eral dates show a complete clash of the obverse and reverse dies 
(occurring when a planchet was not present when the dies would 
normally strike the coin). I found many specimens that have this 
complete clash, with the lines of the perimeter of Franklin's bust ap- 
pearing on the reverse of the coin, and the outer lines of the Liberty 
Bell showing on the obverse. I have a 1952 Franklin Half that shows 
the remnants of a full clash. No “fangs” are present, but the Eagle's 
right-wing feathers are just about gone. The bust of Franklin has 
much lower relief above the fields of the coin, particularly between 
the top of his lip, and the bottom of his noise. I think the dies 
clashed many times in a typical clash event, and this would be de- 
tected easily by an observant Mint employee.[Note that for a clash 
situation, much more than a single “no planchet” striking would 
occur, as the coin press was “jammed” in some way that prevented 
proper striking once a clashing event occurred, so that many coins, 
up to about 100, would show a similar appearance]. It is likely that 
a diamond stick and/or “sand blasting” (note that the “sand” can be 
diamond or corundum, i.e. Aluminum oxide, or “Alumina” dust) 
polished out the fangs. ‘The reverse also shows some horizontal die 
scratches near the Eagle's right feathers. No matter how the dies 
were polished, the resulting coin will have a slightly lower relief and 
exhibit extremely frosted surfaces. The 1954-S is very often found 
with this “super frosty” yet low relief appearance. I will use a scale 
of 1 thru 5 to describe the “frostiness” of a coin; 1 is the least and 5 
the most. The 1954-S qualifies for the 5 score most of the time. 

Many other coins in my Uncirculated set show small remnants 
of fangs between the lips, and extensive “Stick and Sand Blast” 


Continued on next page 
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The 1955 “Bugs Bunny” Half Dollar Continued 


reworking. Often times the eagle has its right feathers re-engraved 
since the clash and “sand blast clean-up” tends to erase them. The 
years in my Ben Franklin Half Dollar collection that show a “fixed 
up’ post die clash, and tiny remnants of fangs are: 1950-D, 1951-D, 
1952, 1952-D, 1954, and the notorious 1954-S. It is highly likely 
that many other years have this appearance. Perhaps some ap- 
prentices were being trained to be press operators, and 1955 was 

a good year to train them since such a small mintage was made 
(2.498 million). In fact, there was a “glut” of Half Dollars in the 
Treasury in the mid 50's, with plenty of Walking Liberty Half Dol- 
lars in circulation, having had tremendous coinage during WWII. 
In 1942; 47,818,000 Half Dollars were made, the most made in one 
year, finally surpassed in 1963-D, with 67,069,292 coined. Typical 
mintages are about 10,000,000 from 1916 to 1964. 

For now, let us see what previous authors have written about 
this variety: 

Walter Breen’s 1988 “...Encyclopedia of U.S. and ...”: Either die 
chips or clash marks created the “Bugs Bunny” var. Franklin appar- 
ently has buck teeth. This var. is not rare but has long been popular 
among fanciers of Mint errors and curiosities’. 

Rick Tomaska in his “The Complete guide to Franklin Half 
Dollars” 2002 Edition states: “So- called “Bugs Bunny” variety 
(number 101). Franklin looks as though he has buck teeth. Often 
sought by non-Franklin collectors as well because it’s such as curi- 
ous variety . 

Also mentioned in the “General Comments” section for 1955 
is: “The 1955 “Bugs Bunny” is a very popular variety in this se- 
ries. It is scarce in any grade, but especially MS 65 FBL. The finest 
MS 65 FBL brilliant examples have traded for upwards of $500. 

3) Rick Tomaska also wrote the 2011 Whitman “A Guide Book of 
Franklin & Kennedy Half Dollars” (with a Foreword by Q. David 
Bowers). This text has the best summary of the BB55. It empha- 
sizes that this is the lowest mintage Franklin. Included here is an 
interesting quote: “Known as the “Bugs Bunny’, this is probably the 
most sought-after Mint State Franklin variety. Only a tiny percent- 
age of the 1955-P population is this variety, perhaps 1% to 2%. 
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Most are very low quality, with considerable scruffiness on the high 
points. Weak strikes are the rule.’ 

Note that 2% of the 2,498,181 coins minted would be (substan- 
tially equal to) 50,000 coins. Since die pairs were good for about 
10,000 strikes, most likely only 5 obverse and 5 reverse dies were in- 
volved. With such a small number of dies being of the BB55 genre, 
a sample of about 100 BB55’s would most likely be able to present 
all die combinations that made these “fangs”. Also, note that the BB 
obverse always comes with a damaged reverse (always in the area 
of the reverse directly opposite the BB fangs) along with occasional 
and varied die polishing with a fine brushing agent, either a dia- 
mond stick or a wire brush. There is no evidence of a die cracks or 
cuds (partially retained or fully detached). 

This area of the Franklin Half Dollar’s reverse is the key to 
understanding what happened with the BB55, but first let us read 
some more of Rick’s book where he quotes Brett Parrish (pg. 68): 
“The Bugs Bunny is probably the most popular and best-known 
variety in the Franklin series. It is so named because it appears as if 
there are teeth protruding from Ben's mouth. These ‘teeth’ are the 
result of a die clash. A die clash occurs when the obverse and re- 
verse dies strike each other without a planchet between them. Then 
this happens, some of the design elements are transferred from 
one die to the other. In this case, the eagle’s wings left a tooth-like 
impression on the mouth area. [But what was the effect of the clash 
on the reverse? ...E.M.H] 

Bugs Bunnies can be found on several different years, with 1955 
being the most common. Other dates known with this anomaly 
are the following: 1949, 1951, 1952, 1954-P, 1954-D, 1954-S, 1956, 
1959, and 1963. Some of these are very scarce and command high 
premiums. ‘There very well may be more dates yet to be discovered. 
This is a neat variety, and a lot of collectors putting together a com- 
plete set of Franklins are now including this variety’. 

4) Paul Gilkes, Coin World Senior editor, in a March 15, 2021 
article quotes Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton’s work on varieties as fol- 
lows: Among popular varieties of the 1954-S Franklin half dollar is 
the “Bugs Bunny’ variety, attributed as FS-101 in “The Cherrypick- 
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The 1955 “Bugs Bunny” Half Dollar Continued 


ers guide to Rare Die varieties by Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton. The 
variety is so nicknamed as clash marks in the mouth and nose area 
leave the Franklin portrait with what appear to be buck teeth, as 
seen on the popular cartoon character. The clash marks are from 
the feathers of the eagle on the reverse die, positioned directly op- 
posite Franklin's mouth on the obverse die. 

5) Ihave a “foggy” memory that early on when the variety 
came to be known to many collectors, a dealer in Florida named 
“Foxy Steinberg” highly promoted the variety and sold many speci- 
mens. 

So, the BB55 has been appreciated by many of the “top lumi- 
naries’ of numismatics and is dramatic as an artful clashing of the 
dies. Note that most authors only write about the obverse, but do 
not even mention anything of substance about the reverse. Bill 
Fivaz and J.T. Stanton are the only ones to start to comment on the 
reverse. It is my opinion that a careful viewing of the clash marks 
on the reverse opposite the BB teeth reveals many things about 
the variety and would be of essence for someone to put together a 
listing of the different die pairings that occurred. We will see later 
that at least one re-use of a re-worked reverse die was used with an 
un-clashed obverse. 

We have heard from most of the authorities on the BB55. I 
will now tell my thoughts on the matter, having examined about 
20 specimens of the variety. I will present a hypothesis that sum- 
marizes the “Bugs Bunny Affair” with Franklin half dollars. Then I 
will discuss in detail the individual coins and discuss what they are 
“saying to me. After all, the coins are the only source for origi- 
nal research now, as the mint would certainly not have any public 
records available of what went on from 1949 to 1963. 

It appears the U.S. Mint had a systematic difficulty with clashing 
of the Franklin Half working dies. The occurrence of the BB over 
a span of 16 years illustrates the difficulty. The most conspicuous 
clash effect to occur, and vastly more common than any other is for 
the Eagle's Right-Wing Tips End Feathers (ERWTEF) to clash with 
Franklin's skin tissue that is from the top of the lip to the bottom of 


Continued on next page 


NenaNews 25 


The 1955 “Bugs Bunny” Half Dollar Continued 


the nose (vertically). The horizontal region is defined by the front 
of the cheek to the field of the coin. I believe this is due to the small 
Eagle, engraved by Gilroy Roberts after John Sinnock passed on. I 
think the Eagle was deeply engraved to make it more prominent, to 
compensate for its small size. 

The usual appearance of the reverse clash is a rounded oblong 
bulge of metal, from under the ERWTEF extending down into the 
field of the coin. Mint workers tried to “dress up the damage” by 
polishing the die rather severely and re-engraving the ERWTEFs. 
This technique is about the only way to deal with clash damage 
with this die. The drawback is that fine detail near the intersection 
of the field of the coin and the relief artwork is also polished away. 
The 1937-D “three legged” nickel is the prime example of too much 
die polishing. There are even BB55’s that show die polish lines all 
around the Franklin portrait, close to the relief. Note that the long- 
term effect of the clash is to wear down the ERWTEF to a lower 
relief. Also, the “fangs” will tend to get deeper with further coin 
strikes. Clashes cannot create new metal on the dies, they can only 
push metal around at the clash site. 

Let us see what the coins say: 





™~, 


Coin 1): A BB variety. Obverse: about 50% Full Teeth. Early 
die state. Small die polish underneath nostril of Franklin. Reverse: 
Medium clash marks underneath that appears as an Oblong Blob, 
vertically oriented from below the ERWTEF. The ERWTEF appear 
to have been re-worked to strengthen them. Some light die polish 
below center Eagle talon extending downward halfway to the bell. 
About 95% Bell lines. “2” for frostiness. 


Continued on next page 
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Coin 2): A well struck and early-to -medium die state Franklin 
Half before any clashing of the dies occurred. No die polish, and 
100% FBLs. “2.5” for frostiness. 





ihe 5 fe a 

Coin 3): A “Mint Set Toning” (Bugs). Obverse: about 80% Full 
Teeth, and no die polish. Early die state. 90% Strike. Reverse: ER- 
WTEF re-cut. Evidence of heavy vertical die polish below EWTEEF. 
A “fresh” coin. “3” for frostiness. 





Coin 4): A BB. Obverse: Evidence of a full clash with Franklin’s 
bust outline with the edges of the liberty bell. Strong fangs, and a 
worn die polish under the nose. Reverse: 99% FBL, much die clash 
and die-rework using polishing. All of Eagle is very well defined, 
and “stands out” from the late die state field is sits on. Perhaps the 
Eagle's talons have been rework also. “3” for frostiness. 
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Coin 5): About 25% fangs. Obverse: The die has extensive pol- 
ishing all around Franklins bust. An early die state and well struck 
coin. Reverse: Again, much die polish and a strong eagle. An early 
to middle die state. About 95% Fully struck. Coin was made quite 


soon after the dies were dressed up. “3.5” for frostiness. 
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Coin 7): Obverse: Not a Bugs Bunny. Looks like an early 
die state, with metal defining the 3 (three) die curls about Frank- 
lin’s ear, in other words, extremely well struck. Reverse: Die has 
clashed and been extensively re-worked with polishing. Therefore, 
it was a “re-marriage” coin, since the reverse looks like an early die 
state, re-worked total die clash situation. A die that shows the mint 
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was interested in “saving” heavily clashed, but early die state work- 
ing dies. “3” for frostiness. 









Coin 8): The “Kappy ‘s coin” that has the “deepest and most 
voluminous” fangs that I have ever seen. All four fangs (three up- 
per and one lower) are full. A softly struck, early die state obverse 
on Franklin's hair. Too bad that the reverse has a noticeable “staple 
scratch’ center vertical, right across the whole coin. The reverse 
is a middle die state, heavily re-worked with polish tools, to erase 
Franklin's bust outline that surrounds the Liberty Bell. An attrac- 
tive frosty and lustrous coin; with a staple scratch. Another remar- 
riage of “old, polished’, with “new, smooth” dies. “4” for frostiness. 





Coin 9): The “best” BB55 that I think is the most attractive 
from my esthetic viewpoint. Obverse has the four fangs, but only 
about 75% defined. It is early die state and well struck in the hair 
details near the ear. Reverse: Early to Middle die state with exten- 
sive die polish lines all around a previous “total clash” with Frank- 
lin’ outer bust lines. The coin’s reverse has a beautiful “Nose to Up- 
per Lip” clash mark that cannot be totally eradicated, and a strong 
and deeply engraved (or re-engraved?) Eagle on top of this mark. 
Nicely re-worked ERWTEF. Virtually Full Bell Lines, and “Pass and 
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Stow, etc.” “4.5” for frostiness. 


So, what do the previous cited students of the 55BB, and the 


coins themselves tell us? 


1. 


The Walking Liberty Half Dollar was the last surviving member 
of the classic designs of the Teddy Roosevelt/St. Gaudens era, 
and all the other coin denominations had been re-designed 
with Presidential busts as the obverse element. As beautiful as 
the Walking Liberty Half is, it loses a lot of its fine detail and 
attractiveness with a little circulation wear; even XF condition 
specimens have lost most of the fine detail of the design. At the 
VG level, the obverse is worn down to an un-attractive crude 
outline of Miss Liberty. The coins had been in circulation for 
up to 32 years, and most were heavily worn by 1948. It did not 
“fit in” with the rest of the circulating coins in terms of artistic 
style or circulation wear. 
There was no way that Lincoln, Jefferson, F.D. Roosevelt, or 
Washington would be replaced with a different design. An 
administration that would do that would be severely criticized. 
The reverse of the 1 cent, nickel, dime and quarter would never 
work with a Franklin bust as the main design element, so the 
only reasonable coin to change was the Walking Liberty Half 
Dollar. Now, Ben Franklin and the Liberty Bell can be the main 
design elements. 
The Director of the U.S. Mint, Mrs. Nellie Ross, had a special 
liking of the accomplishments of Ben Franklin (the only Presi- 
dent of the United States who never was President of the United 
States!). She directed John Sinnock, the chief engraver to create 
a coin with the Franklin bust and Liberty Bell at the beginning 
of WW II. In 1948, the decision was made to mint Franklin 
Half Dollars. 
Unfortunately, John Sinnock had died about a year before the 
first Franklin Half’s were made, and his original design did not 
have an Eagle on it. The coinage law of 1873 states that all coins 
greater than 10 cents must have “the figure of an eagle or rep- 
resentation thereof”. Mr. Sinnock (and many others) thought 
that the Liberty Bell would be sufficient to satisfy the law. This 
was at a time when the Senator McCarthy Senate investigations 
Continued on next page 


NenaNews 31 


The 1955 “Bugs Bunny” Half Dollar Continued 


on “Communistic” infiltration of American politics and culture 

was in full gear, and it was decided that adding an Eagle to the 

coin was the safest thing to do, since having a large coin without 
an Eagle might be interpreted as being “Un-American. Gilroy 

Roberts, the chief engraver after John Sinnock added the small 

Eagle to balance the “E Pluribus Unum” motto. This, and the 

obverse of the Kennedy Half Dollar were the only coin designs 

that Mr. Roberts did; and he was genuinely concerned about the 
loss of detail in the Eagle as the clashes occurred. This explains 
the many re-engravings of the ERWTEF's to restore the details 
of his design. 

5. The Franklin Half Dollars of 1948 and 1949 are of the original 
design of John Sinnock and show much fine detail in the hair 
and facial details. By 1950, when the first proofs of the coin 
were sold to collectors, Gilroy Roberts had “touched up” (re- 
engraved) the design with less detail in Franklins hair, and a 
generally bolder engraving of all the design elements. In 1956, 
the Eagle was again redesigned with more ERWTEF'’s and a 
slightly larger and more deeply engraved Eagle (Types I and 2 
Eagle are available on the proofs of that year). This shows the 
dedication that Gilroy Roberts had for his only coin design ele- 
ment. He also “Basined” the master dies to make the field of the 
struck coin slightly concave. This was done on many coins of 
the modern times (after 1900) to make the design appear more 
sculptural; often on the second year of coinage to “improve” 
upon the original artist's design. Unfortunately, this makes the 
dies more susceptible to dramatic die clashes. 

All this history of the production of the Franklin Half Dollar, 
from Ms. Nellie Ross’s imagination to the release of the coin from 
the Treasury, has been given here to show how much emotional 
attachment Gilroy Roberts had towards his Eagle design, and how 
the coins show how effective (or not!) the various “remedies” to 
remove the heavy die clashes were. And all the time it was bold die 
clashing of the ERWTEF into Franklins face: from the lip region to 
the bottom of the nose that created the most prominent “fangs” for 
Ben Franklin. We also see all the creative “remedies” used to repair 
the heavy die clashes. Often resulting in very “frosty” coin surfaces 
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with “hairline” die scratches surrounding Franklin's bust, and the 
periphery of the Liberty Bell. 

I have seen 1955 (plain) Half Dollars with a new, un-clashed 
obverse die combined with an old, extensively reworked reverse die. 
Quite a coin! But I have never seen a coin with a BB55 obverse, and 
an un-clashed reverse. If anyone has seen such a coin, please let me 
know. 

For now, I hope you are enjoying the great hobby of coin col- 
lecting and studying the fine details of your coins. Maybe you will 
find an interesting die variety that is worth-while writing about! “# 
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(The ANA Medal of Merit was recently bestowed 
on one of our members.......please read below.) 


€&N@ Honors Distinguished 
Namismatists with @wards 


very year, the American Numismatic Association (ANA) 

recognizes members who go above and beyond with 

their service and dedication to numismatics. The follow- 
ing awards, which are presented at the World's Fair of Money’, 
will be awarded during the 
Member & Awards Celebration, 
Thursday, Aug. 12 at 3 p.m. in 
room 25/26. 

Prue Morgan Fitts came to 
numismatics later in life than 
most and has since become 
deeply involved on all levels, 
from personal to quasi-profes- 
sional. Volunteering at conven- 
tions in the mid-1990s fueled 
her interest in several collecting 
areas, but she became focused on the Byzantine Empire when 
she inherited a clutch of gold “scyphates” and solidi from her 
father. She took ANA Summer Seminar courses on Roman and 
Byzantine coins and soon became an instructor on the latter 
topic and earned accreditation as an exhibit judge. She also 
developed a unique seminar course titled “Women in Power and 
in Art.” 
Fitts regularly shares her enthusiasm with local and regional 

clubs as well as at ANA events. Her contributions as a lecturer 
plus her willingness to serve effectively in any capacity as a con- 
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vention volunteer was recognized with a Glenn Smedley Memo- 
rial Award in 2002. 

Fitts is empress of the Association of Dedicated Byzantine 
Collectors and a past president of Women in Numismatics. Her 
articles on Byzantine coinage, published in The Celator, have 
been well received. Her book The Beginner's Guide to Identify- 
ing Byzantine Coinage was published in 2015. Fitts currently 
serves on the board of the Boston Numismatic Society and the 
New England Numismatic Association. She is a former Gover- 
nor of the ANA (2005-07). In addition to the Medal of Merit, 
Fitts has received ANA Presidential Awards (2004 and 2009), 
the Farran Zerbe Memorial Award (co-awardee with Arthur 
Fitts, 2012) and Elvira Clain-Stefanelli Memorial Award (2018). 
Her record of leadership and accomplishment, as well as her 
enthusiasm and cheerfulness, is exemplary. The ANA Medal of 
Merit is a fitting and worthy recognition of her contributions to 
the ANA and the hobby. Few women have so selflessly devoted 
as much time, talent and treasure to numismatics. 

Thank you to The American Numismatic Association for 


informing us. 4 
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The Pride of Ownership and 
q Satisfying Sale 
“The Tale of a 1943 Copper Cent” 


ack in 2017 I acquired 
a certified 1943 Cop- 
per Lincoln Cent in 
XF condition. This was the 
first 1943 Copper that I had 
the privilege to own and offer 
in my entire 50+ year career. 
This rarity is among the most 
desirable and rarest United 
States coins and it is known 
among veteran coin collec- 
tors and non-collectors alike, 
as it frequently makes the 
news. 

All coin dealers, myself 
included, receive phone calls 
and emails on a regular basis 
from the public with claims 
that they have a genuine piece. In most cases, simply taking a mag- 
net to the coin will prove that the coin in question is just a copper 
coated specimen of virtually no value, thereby immediately dash- 
ing dreams of riches. Occasionally more sophisticated counterfeits 
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surface that demand more attention to disprove authenticity. With 
only about 20 known pieces, the chances of finding a genuine piece 
are, needless to say, astronomically slim. 

I enjoyed the pride of ownership of the coin while displaying it 
at regional and national coin shows, where it garnered a lot of atten- 
tion and comments from collectors (and dealers!) who had never 
seen such a piece in person. Some folks even asked to take photos 
and/or hold the coin, figuring another such opportunity would 
never arise. I was very happy to oblige. 

After offering the 1943 Copper for sale on our site at North- 
eastcoin.com for much of 2017 without a sale, I decided to take it 
off the market and perhaps bring it out for display again at some 
later date. While packing for the ANA Money Show that was held 
in Philadelphia in 2018, I decided this might be a good opportunity 
for the collectors in the City of Brotherly Love to view the coin, so I 
brought it along. 

One of the collectors attending the show, Willie (a client of ours 
whom we see at every ANA), came by the table and expressed inter- 
est in the coin, saying he had always dreamed of owning one. I then 
recalled last year that Willie had mentioned he was anticipating the 
sale of his restaurant and if it happened to go through he would 
consider the purchase of my piece. 

Well, the timing was right for Willie. I am always willing to 
work with clients on a layaway basis for big and small purchases 
alike, and we were able to come to an agreement on the 1943 Cop- 
per. Iam thrilled this rarity found a new happy home. Congratula- 
tions Willie! 

After selling Willie the XF 1943 Copper Cent, I really missed 
the pleasure of owning such a rarity, so when another piece came 
on the market, I went for it. I bought the Lutes specimen, the first 
43 Copper ever discovered. Not too long after that, I acquired an 
even rarer San Francisco specimen, also a discovery piece. Though 
I have not made them available just yet, I look forward to one day 
connecting another collector to this magnificent pair. #4 
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Plugs, Powder & Plates 


by Walt Wiegand 





arly US advertising banknotes promoted a broad range of 

products and services.In the pre-Civil War era they followed 

the general design features of the bank-issued currency then 
in circulation. At later dates ad-notes with the appearance of Con- 
federate issues, fractional scrip and a variety of original designs 
were devised to catch the eye of potential customers. Who wouldnt 
have taken a closer at a bill-sized item that could have cash value? 
Bob Vlack’s book, An Illustrated Catalogue of Early North Ameri- 
can Advertising Notes, pictures hundreds of such banknote “look- 
alikes”. 
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This ad-note in the style of what is now called an “obsolete 
banknote” was issued by a New York City dentist in the 1840 
period. Augustus Woodruff Brown who became a prominent and 
successful dental surgeon was then located at 13 Park Place. His 
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note has the appearance at first glance of a contemporary $100 

bill. Closer examination reveals that it is an advertisement which 
includes a pricelist for a range of procedures he offered- fillings, 
cleaning, bridgework and more. Tooth Powder was 50 cents, a Large 
Gold Plug [filling] cost $3, 1 Tooth on a Plate was $10 with addi- 
tional teeth up to 7 listed at $5 each, A Double Set [upper and lower 
dentures] was $125. Most likely the price of some of this dental 
work waswell beyond the reach of many in the City. 

Dr. A.W. Brown was born in Litchfield, Connecticut in 1803.By 
1838 he was in NY. There from 1840 to 1844 he engaged in dental 
work at the 13 Park Place location with his older brother, Solyman. 
NYC business directories, 1845 to 1852, lists him in dental practice 
alone at that same address.So when was this ad-note made? In mi- 
cro-lettering at the bottom-center of thenote is Wm Jervis Engr.338 
Broadway. Directories place him as an engraver at that address 
from 1843 to 1846.Thus, Augustusfirst practicing by himselfin 1845 
and Jervismoving to a new location after 1846 must closely bracket 
the date of this advertising banknote.For many years thereafter and 
at other locations around the City Dr Augustus W Brown conducted 
a flourishing dentistry business becoming a very wealthy man. He 
died in 1895 at Manchester, VT. @ 
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Ebb and Flow of 
Third Party Grading 


By Dennis Fortier 


BARBER CoIn ° 
COLLECTORS 
SOCIETY 
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(TPG) are in business to make money. ‘That is their first pri- 

ority. The wellbeing of the hobby and trepidations of collec- 
tors are in general not their first concerns. Over the years business 
decisions have governed for good or ill the way these companies do 
business and conduct their grading standards. What is left behind 
is a legacy of good and not-so-good grading. 

When TPG first came on the scene in the 80's, it was to fix a 
problem. Coin grading had up to that point been left to the con- 
science of dealers. Greed out stripped conscience and grading 
standards had slipped to the point that the market was in turmoil. 
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Newer collectors who had not as yet learned to grade for them- 
selves had no chance to learn good grading skills because coin 
grading was no longer standard. Further, coins with problems were 
often not openly stated and left to the buyer-be-ware process. 

Early TPG holders (Rattlers, Fatties, Old green holders, and ear- 
ly small white holders) are sought after because that’s when grading 
standards were strongest with the grading services. Today dealers, 
and some collectors, hope to crack the coin out and get a higher 
grade. Some collectors like having the old holders in their collec- 
tions, and possibly getting a CAC sticker on the coin. 

There can be found in the market place coins that should not 
have been put into problem-free holders but as consumers we 
run into them all the time. There is also something called Market 
Acceptable. Basically, what that means is a coin that long ago has 
been lightly cleaned, dipped, wiped, or with other minor problems 
makes it into a problem-free holder anyway. Why this market ac- 
ceptable grading happens is undoubtedly a business decision. 

Over the years grading standards at the TPGers has whipsawed 
from strict to relaxed and back again. Relaxed to keep dealers 
happy and submitting their coins for grading, and tightened up 
when the market groaning became too loud. 

To save money some companies hired less expensive company 
trained “Graders” to replace more knowledgeable numismatists. 
This brought about its own set of problems. Proof coins in holders 
that say business strike, and business strikes in holders that pro- 
claim them proofs, just for one example. The lack of detailed wide 
ranging numismatic knowledge on the part of these graders has 
made for some unforgivable errors by these companies. 

CAC: Again, things got to a point that a new service was begun 
to separate out the strong coins from the weak or Market Accept- 
able coins. Thus, CAC was born. CAC isn't perfect and comes with 
its problems as well, but by and large they are doing a very good 
job of distinguishing between original properly graded coins with 
strong eye appeal, and the run of the mill. Again, the collector 
must determine if a coin with or without a sticker measures up to 
their individual standards. 


Continued on next page 


NenaNews 41 


Ebb and FLow of Third Party Grading Continued 


The TPG services didnt just look on at this CAC phenomena 
and say ‘that’s a good thing’ They naturally see it as a threat to the 
majority of the coins they ve graded that dont earn that little green/ 
gold bean. In reaction, one service has once again tightened up its 
standards and another has come up with a green label of their own 
to distinguish between the average and the exceptional. How these 
new developments will play out in the market has yet to be deter- 
mined. 

One plus I have noticed in my own collecting pursuits is some 
newer graded coins from one of the major services are strong for 
the grade. Such coins can be found without a CAC sticker or a 
tell-tail green label through diligent searching. Thus avoiding over 
paying in the current market for quality coins. 

One grading service over another: Many collectors prefer one 
service over the others. I did as well in the beginning. Today how- 
ever I dont care what holder the coin is in so long as I like the coin, 
it is original, and is properly graded. Up until recently I person- 
ally though only one service was doing a good job, and I wish CAC 
would consider coins in the Yellow label holders for CAC service. 
Now, however things are turning once again in favor of the collector 
and the other services are trying to do a better job. That is not only a 
good thing for we the collectors but for the hobby in general. “4 


Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 
and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency snows 
In New England. 


eee eee eee eee 
= . 


Higleyville Coin Company 
A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 
Robert Kevorkian, proprietor 


1418 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury, CT 06070 
Appointments 
860 658-1 344 See 
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The Beethoven Effect / 
Chabback scrip 


By: C. John Ferreri 
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S.W. Chubbuck was a manufacturer and dealer of eiceraphic 
equipment in Utica, N.Y. Samuel F. B. Morse was the inventor of 
the code used in transmitting telegraphic messages. He also was 

a keen admirer of the music of Ludwig von Beethoven, especially 
the 5 Symphony. Like many other issuers of merchant scrip the 
Chubbuck company customized some of its notes to give them 
some personality of their own One of the notes Chubbuck issued 
actually had the Latin alphabet displayed and the equivalent code 
markers (Morse Alphabet) for each letter printed underneath. The 
note shown here was payable in U.S. Postage Currency (early issues 
of U.S. Fractional Currency). Mr. Chubbuck also issued copper 
tokens with the Morse Alphabet and Numerals showing. 


e scrip shown above was printed and issued by this mer- 
chant for the reason of facilitating the making of change for 
his customers in the Chubbuck store. During the first half 
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of the 19" century there were times when hard money became 
scarce due to economic hard times. People tended to hoard metallic 
coins, especially silver and gold and not use them as was intended 
and this hindered commerce. To fill the void many merchants and 
municipalities actually issued their own small denomination paper 
“change. There were few state laws setting standards or guidelines 
regarding their distribution. For the most part that was okay and 
instances of fraud were few. The merchants of the New England and 
other eastern states were mostly careful and honest businessmen. 

Most merchant scrip appeared as typeset and plain as can 
be paper notes issued in fractions of a dollar and redeemable in 
amounts equaling whole dollars. Often the merchant would have a 
design printed on these small bills denoting the type of business he 
was engaged in. A seller of sewing machines could have the image 
of a sewing machine; a shoe smith could have an image of a shoe or 
boot, etc. So, it came to be that Mr. Chubbuck the purveyor of tele- 
graphic equipment had the Morse Code displayed on this issue of 
his scrip. The Morse code was the communication vehicle that was 
transmitted by telegraph. Maybe he thought he should be touting 
that fact by educating local residents who might not know. 

Beethoven wrote his 5th Symphony 30 years before there was a 
telegraph but Morse found a way to remember him within his code 
markers. For the letter “V” in his code he designated, the markers, 
“dit, dit, dit, dah” so every time a letter “V” (the Roman equivalent 
for the number “5”) was telegraphed, the code was translated into 
the four coded sounds that were the opening of Beethoven's 5th 
Symphony! If you enunciate the four coded sounds you will hear 
what I mean, the opening notes of the 5th Symphony! (So, who 
thinks collecting obsolete paper money is boring?) Was this all a 
coincidence or done by design? Unfortunately, S.F B. Morse is not 
available to give us the answer! 

Many unusual anecdotes such as this come to light when collect- 
ing old paper money. To learn more about incidences like this visit 
the Currency Club of New England. It meets in Waltham once a 
month. Detailed information appears in the club listings toward the 
back of this booklet. Come visit with us! Tell us your story! 
Chubbuck copper token images were taken from the Internet. 4» 
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STACK’S BOWERS GALLERIES 


CONSIGN TO OUR NOVEMBER 2021 AUCTION AND 
LET Us SET RECORD PRICES FOR YOU! 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries has the proven expertise to realize record prices across all 
categories and all price levels, and we have been doing so for nearly 90 years. No 
matter your specialty, you can trust Stack’s Bowers Galleries to earn the highest pric- 
es for your coins. Contact us today to consign to our landmark auction in November 
or our popular Collectors Choice Online events. Let our success be your success! 


1822 Capped Head Left Half Eagle. BD-1. 
Rarity-8. AU-50 (PCGS). 
Record Price: $8,400,000. 
1797 Draped Bust Half Dollar. Small Eagle. The #3 Most Valuable U.S. Mint Coin. 
O-101a. 15 Stars. MS-66 (PCGS). CAC. 
Record Price: $1,680,000. 
The Most Valuable Half Dollar. 


1943 Walking Liberty Half Dollar. 
MS-68+ (PCGS). CAC. 
Record Price: $120,000. 

Over 1.5 Times PCGS Price Guide. 


1874 Liberty Half Eagle. MS-64 (PCGS). CAC. 
Record Price: $51,600. 
The Finest Known. 


1897 Indian Cent. 
Proof-67+ Deep Cameo (PCGS). CAC. 1937 Mercury Dime. Proof-68+ (PCGS). 


Record Price: $108,000. Record Price: $26,400. 
The Finest Known. Over Two Times PCGS Price Guide. 
Contact Us for More Information 


800.458.4646 CA e 800.566.2580 NY e Info@StacksBowers.com 
LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


470 Park Ave., New York, NY 10022 e NYC@StacksBowers.com 
1550 Scenic Ave. Ste. 150, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 . 
Info@StacksBowers.com e StacksBowers.com 


New York « California « New Hampshire » Oklahoma « Hong Kong « Paris GALLERIES 
SBG NENA News ConsignNov 210804 America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 
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Clab Meetings 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at the Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield MA. on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 2 PM. September-May. For 
information (413) 499-1400 


Blackstone Valley Coin & Collectibles Club, Auc- 
tion every month - Join us. Uxbridge Progressive 
Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge, MA 01569, Doors 
open 6:00PM, Meeting 7:00-9:00PM. For info call 
Michael McDonald 774-280-4333 


Boston Numismatic Society, Trinity Church, 730 
Main St., Waltham, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 7:30 P.M. For information call 617 
244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to bosnumsoc @ 
yahoo.com 


Central Connecticut Coin Club, South Windsor 
Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South Windsor, CT. 
Meetings every month on the first Tuesday. For 
information: Gene Forte (860) 290-1522 


Collectors Club of Boston: Meetings fourth Tues- 
day, Sept.-June, 7:30 P.M. Trinity Church, 730 Main 
St., Waltham, MA. For information (781) 938-8167 
or email williamharkins@comcast.net . 


Currency Club of New England: Trinity Church, 
730 Main St., Waltham, MA; Meetings all at 7:30 
P.M the first Monday, Oct.-June, except for Septem- 
ber the second Monday of the month. For informa- 
tion Kevin Lafond, P.O. Box 4724, Portsmouth, NH 
03802-4724, email kglafond@comcast.net or phone 
(603) 498-2042 





Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Corner Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, 
ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For information 
(207) 794-6833 


Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans 
Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 
Ist and 3rd Sunday, September to June at 7 P.M. For 
information: Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd., 
Windham, ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 


Coin Club of Greater New Bedford: Meetings 
fourth Tuesday, 6 P.M. at the Acushnet Public 
Library, 232 Middle Rd., Acushnet, MA 02743 For 
information Patrick Curran, President, P.O. 

Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741. Shows on 5th 
Sundays at VFW Poirier Post 3260, 281 Appleton 
St., New Bedford, MA or visit us on the web at 
www.ccgnb.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center 
Library, (Route 89) 54 Warrenville Road, Mansfield 
Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday Sept. through 
April (except Dec.) 7:30 P.M. For information www. 
MansfieldNumismaticSociety.org or call John (860) 
429-6970 (6-9 P.M.). 


Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 Court 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Wednesday 7 
P.M., except October. www.nashuacoinclub.org 


Newport County Coin Club, Meetings the 

second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 2nd 
floor conference room, Stop & Shop, 199 Connell 
Highway, 401-845-2220, (Near Wal-Mart), Newport 
RI. For information contact Carlton Johnson email: 
Carltonrj @ aol.com 


Sterling Coin Club. Meetings the 1st Friday of 
every month at 6:30PM. Sterling Town Hall, Main 
St. (Rte 62) Sterling, MA. For info contact tbavosi@HrsRev- 
Cycle.com 


Oxford Nipmuc Coin Club, Meetings the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at the Oxford senior 
Center, 323 Main St., Oxford, MA. For info lisirich- 
ard15 @ Yahoo.com 


Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Pawcatuck Valley 
Coin Club; Meeting on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 P.M, Westerly Senior Center, 39 
State St., Westerly, RI 02891- Information at www. 
pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.com/ 


Southbridge Coin & Stamp Club, Sturbridge Cof- 
fee House, 407B Main St., Sturbridge, MA. Meet- 
ings at 7:30PM on the third Fridayof each month, 
For info contact Mark gluemark @ gmail.com 


Stoneham Coin Club, Bearhill Nursing Center, 11 
North St., Stoneham, MA 02180. Meetings the Ist & 
3rd Wednesday of each month at 7P.M. 


West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good 
Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. Meet- 
ings second Sunday, September - June, 7 P.M. 


Worcester County Numismatic Society, St 
Joseph’s Hall, 8 Central St., Auburn, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. Doors 
open 6 pm. YN meeting @ 6:15. For information: 
Mike Simpson at 508-667-9968 or WCNS, 

PO Box 1079, Douglas, MA 01516 or www. 
worcestercoinclub.org 


To list club meetings and activities in upcoming 
issues of NENA NEWS, send information along 
with your name, title and telephone number to: 
John Ferreri, Nena News editorial content, 
johnnybanknote@yahoo.com 


€@ Call to Exhibit 


he New England Numismatic Association is seeking exhibits for 
our 77th, Conference and Convention. The exhibit competition 
will take place on Saturday October 2nd, 2021 at the Double Tree 


by Hilton/Manchester Downtown Hotel, 700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH. 

In this issue of NENA News, we have included the Exhibit Rules and 
Application. The Application needs to be filled out letting the Exhibit 
Coordinator (s) know the time of arrival one is going to set up the exhibit. 
All exhibitors have a deadline to fill out and send an application with the 
title and numismatic area of exhibiting, and the Exhibits have to be set 
up by a certain time so that cases can be locked and judged. An exhibit 
would consist of a title, numismatic items and usually but not necessarily 
numismatic information. Numismatic information usually enhances an 
exhibit especially if the exhibiting is to be competitive with judging. On 
request NENA will provided the use of display cases if needed. 

Awards will be presented based on the overall rating of the Judges. 
The Best of Show award will be presented to the exhibit which has the 
highest overall rating and will receive a plaque and a prize award of a 
1/10-ounce gold Eagle. Second and Third Place will receive an engraved 
plaque and a loz. Silver Eagle. 

The People’s Choice Award will be decided by ballots cast by exhibit 
viewers and will receive an engraved plaque and a loz. Silver Eagle. 

Junior Applicants under age 18 will also be eligible to receive a Y.N. 
Award Plaque for First, Second or Third Place. In addition, they will also 
receive a numismatic prize. 

Everyone has expertise in some collecting area, so if you are looking 
for a way to share this then exhibiting can be a wonderful way of doing it. 
NENA is always looking for people to set up and display an exhibit. If you 
have never set up an exhibit before notify NENA and we can help you. It 
is always a great learning experience. 

For more information including rules and application see website 
(www.nenacoin.org ) or request a hard copy by mail: 

Send to: NENA EXHIBITS, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 
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Exhibit Rules and Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
77", Conference and Convention 

Saturday, October 2", 2021 


EXHIBITORS 

All Members of NENA in good standing and who submit a standard NENA exhibit application 
at least two (2) weeks prior to the conference date will be eligible to exhibit. NENA reserves 
the right to accept or reject any exhibit. 


CATEGORIES 
Categories are: 
United States Coins 
Foreign Coins 
Ancients (before 1300) and Medieval 
Paper Money 
Tokens and Medals 
Beauty 
Miscellaneous (items not covered by above) 
Junior (under age 18 [any material]) 


Exhibits are Competitive and Non-Competitive: 

An Exhibitor may enter only one competitive exhibit. Non-Competitive exhibits will be 
accepted on a space-available basis at the discretion of the Exhibit Chairman. The Exhibitor 
will designate the exhibit category on the application; however, the Exhibit Chairman, after 
conferring with the Exhibitor, may transfer the exhibit to a different category. 


SPACE 

A non-competitive exhibit may comprise up to three (3) cases. Other conditions for 
competitive exhibits apply. No special locations, electrical connections, lights or special 
gimmicks will be permitted. NENA will provide supplemental lighting for all exhibits, if 
necessary. 


MATERIAL 

All material shall be the property of the Exhibitor. Exhibitors shall not violate any government 
regulation. Forged, spurious or counterfeit material in an exhibit for educational purposes shall 
be clearly identified as such. 


SETUP/REMOVAL 

Exhibits may be set up between 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. on Friday, October 1“, and between 
9:00 A.M. to 10:00 A.M. on Saturday, October 2". Exhibits must be set up prior to 10 A.M. on 
Saturday, October 2", 2021. Exhibits may not be removed until after the awards presentation. 
Exhibits must be removed before 5:00 P.M. on Saturday, October 2™. All materials shall be 
prepared, set up, and removed by the Exhibitor unless prior arrangements have been made in 
writing with the Exhibit Chairman, to appoint one person as agent for the purpose of set-up, 
removal, and acceptance of any award bestowed on the Exhibitor. 


SECURITY 
All Exhibitors will lock their cases in the presence of the Exhibit Chairman. Once the case is 
locked, it can not be opened by the Exhibitor until the exhibit is removed. 


LIABILITY 

The New England Numismatic Association, the Convention Committee, EBW Promotions, 
LLC, including employees and contractors and/or the Meeting Facility, shall not be responsible 
for any loss, damage, or injury that may occur to Exhibitors or their property from any cause 
whatsoever, prior, during, or subsequent to the period of the Convention. The Exhibitor 
expressly releases the above named entities from, and agrees to indemnify same and hold 
harmless against any and all claims from such loss, damage, or injury. 
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Exhibit Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
77", Conference and Convention 
Saturday, October 2", 2021 


Name: 


Address: 





City: State: Zip: 


Phone (Specify day, evening, or both): 





Email 


I, the Exhibitor/Guardian/Agent, understand and agree to abide by the exhibit rules of the New 
England Numismatic Association which are incorporated herein by reference. 
Signed: Exhibitor Date: 





Signed: Parent/Guardian Date: 


I, Exhibitor, hereby assign as my agent to set up and 
remove my exhibit and to receive any award presented for my exhibit. 
Signed: Agent Date: 





TITLE OF EXHIBIT: 


Category (Please Check One): 


___ US. Coins ____ Foreign Coins ____ Beauty 
___ Ancient/Medieval ____ Paper Money ____ Junior 
____ Tokens & Medals ____Miscellaneous — Non-Competitive 


How many cases does your exhibit comprise? 





Do you want a NENA case for your exhibit? 
Will you use your own case(s)? 


If yes, outside dimensions: 





Estimated Time of arrival for setup (day and time): 


For complete rules see website (www.nenacoin.org ) or request a hard copy by mail: 
Send to: NENA EXHIBITS, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 
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Nend €&nnouances 
2Z0Z1 Medal 


NENAs 2021 Convention Medal was designed by Robert R. 
Maisch. 

Pictured (top)is the 4- masted schooner Luther Little under full 
sail with the bow wash showing that these ships were the speedsters 
of the era. The Luther little was built in the Crowninshield Ship- 
yard, Somerset, Massachusetts in the early 1900s. Pictured (lower 
vessel) is the 4-stacker destroyer, U.S.S. Crowninshield (DD-134) 
buith at Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine in the same time frame as 
the Luther Little. The ship was named in honor of Benjamin Wil- 
liams Crowninshield, former Secterary of the Navey 1814-1818. 
With a top speed of over 35 knots the destroyers earned the title 
“Greyhounds of the Sea’. 

These one and a half inch medals are produced in two finishes, 
antique bronze and antique silver color . The set of two is available 
for $25.00 plus $4.00 for postage and handling. Address orders to 
NENA; PO Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888. Email queries may be 
addressed to williamharkins@comcast.net . Medals from previous 
years are also available —- email your requests to the above address 
for a compleate listing. 
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Nena Medal: From Woodsides 
to Steelsides 


The transition from wooden ships to steel hulled ships was a pro- 
tracted affair that essentially saw the end for building wood hull ships for 
merchant and military use continue into the 1920s as steel ships assumed 
all the functions of the older technologies. 

Pictured (top) is the 4-masted schooner Luther Little under full sail 
with the bow wash showing that these ships were the speedsters of the 
era. The Luther Little was built in the Crowninshield Shipyard, Somerset, 
Massachusetts in the early 1900s. 

Pictured (lower vessel) is the 4-stacker destroyer, U.S.S. Crownin- 
shield (DD-134) built at Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine in the same time 
frame as the Luther Little. The ship was named in honor of Benjamin 
Williams Crowninshield, former Secretary of the Navy ‘1814-1818. With 
a top speed of over 35 knots the destroyers earned the title “Greyhounds 
of the Sea’. 

The origin of the name for the schooner rigged ships has been traced 
back to 1600 AD. The name appears to be related to a Scots language 
word meaning to skip over water or to skip stones. Merchants preferred 
the schooner because of its ease of handling and smaller crew require- 
ments. ‘These vessels were used by privateers, blockade runners, fishing 
industry and as packet ships for passengers, mail and perishable goods. 
They provided efficient coastal and deepwater service. 

The destroyers became the bulwark of the U.S. Navy. They provided 
the screens to defend Task Force Groups from submarine and aerial at- 
tacks. Or they could be assigned solo duty in providing close in-shore 
battery support or night time harassment fire. During WWI the US. 
Navy destroyers were awarded 3,140 battle stars, more than all the other 
US. Navy ships combined. 

The wooden hull craft sizes varied depending upon their intended 
purpose. They ranged from the dinghies, to small craft, pleasure yachts, 
square-riggers to immense cargo vessels like the Bath Iron Works built 
6 masted schooner, Wyoming. It was reported that when fully loaded in 
heavy seas the Wyoming would undulate and squirm like a snake. 

The steel hull vessel sizes also varied depending upon their intended 
service. They ranged from the shipyard and oceangoing tugs, to auxiliary 
ships, amphibious landing ships, container and bulk cargo ships, passen- 
ger cruise ships, battleships to the U. S. Navy super carriers. 
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Grgently Needed, 
For Nena News! 


Articles wanted for publication 
by Nena member authors! 


The last issue saw the largest amount of member participation 
in many, many years. Eight to nine articles and the new column, 
“Junk Box Reporter” caused the past few issues on the “News” to 
reach 48-56 pages from a nadir of about 24 pages three years ago. 
This was a welcomed development but did empty our reserve of 
future articles and “Junk Box Reporter” notices. 


We are asking both senior and junior members to contribute by 
penning a short article or two each year so we can continue to share 
with our other members and clubs, what we like to talk and write 
about. A quick perusal through the pages of some of the back- 
issues should inform one of the various topics that could be enjoyed 
by the rest of us. 


While we appreciate receiving articles of some length (3-6 
pages) smaller articles would also do nicely. The column, “Junk 
Box Reporter” has been attractive to readers reporting unusual or 
numismatic finds of value in strange places or under strange cir- 
cumstances. Everyone seems to have a short story that would fit 
into this column. 


Now that the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be on the wane, you 
may find you have time to write about your numismatic experienc- 
es. If so, perhaps trying a little authoring for your regional news- 
letter will appear to be attractive to you. Submitting your paper in 
Word doc. and any images as “jpg” are helpful. We are always here 
to help and will gladly try to guide you through any attempt at writ- 
ing an article for us! For help or information please contact me 
at johnnybanknote@yahoo.com. Additional contact information 
may be found on page #3 of Nena News. 


C.John Ferreri Advertising and Editorial Content 
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Nena Medals Wanted 


1952 10K Gold 1970 Sterling 

1958 Sterling Silver 1976 Gold Filled 
1959 Sterling Silver 1978 Gold Filled 
1969 Gold 1983 Gold Filled 


Call Franz 860-429-3839 


PRISON TOKENS, COUPONS 
Prison Tokens, AND SCRIP OF THE UNITED 
Coupons and Scrip 


of the STATES AND CANADA 
a After over two years of hard work Bob Hewey 


Canada (NENA Life Member) and Jim Delaney have fina 
_| ly completed Prison Tokens, Coupons and Scrip 
of the United States and Canada. 389 pages in 
full color and downloadable for free. No printed 
copy is planned. The book is on the Newman 
Numismatic Portal published by the libraries of 
Washington University in St. Louis. 


by 
Bob Hewey 
d 


Jim Delaney 


To get your copy go to:https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/book/58991 7 
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YEARLY PUBLICATION DATES & ADVERTISING RATES 


Issue #1 March 1*....lssue #2 June 1*....lssue #3 Sept.15*....lssue #4 Dec 1st 








Full Page.......... S60 per issue Half Page.......... S40 per issue 
Third Page.......... $30 per issue Inside front or back cover....565 per issue 
(10% discount for advertising in multiple issues) 
(Please include check with order and to qualify for discount) 


(Deadline for articles is two weeks prior to publication date) 












Ads and Articles Representative.......C. John Ferreri 
P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 860-429-6970 
[l= johnnybanknote@yahoo.com _ell 
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RECYCLE YOUR OLD ISSUES OF NENA NEWS! 

Yes, please do! But not in the way you normally recycle old newspapers and 
magazines. Now that you have enjoyed the content of your issue, make it a habit 
to bring it to a coin club meeting or a dealer's shop to be left for others to enjoy. 

If you enjoy reading Nena News why not think about submitting your own 
article for publication? As you can see, not all articles have to be lengthy. Not 
all are written by experienced authors, either. The “News” is our voice to talk to 
each other in black and white! Try it out! For help or guidance please contact 
the Advertising and Editorial Content person listed on the Board of Directors 
page or email: johnnybanknote@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for considering this! 
C. John Ferreri, Editorial Content 


Four New Englanders have recently been 
acknowledged by Coin World to be of the most 
influential numismatists for the period 1960-2020. 


Our hats are off to these collector/dealers who 
have been cited as being of the most influential 


over the last 60 years, 1960-2020. 
Congratulations from Nena News! 
They are: Tom Caldwell of Northeast Numismatics 
Tom Denly of Denly’s of Boston 
Q. David Bowers of Stack’s Bowers Galleries 
David Sundman of Littleton Coin Co. 





| Important message for authors: |! 
The ideal formats for Nena News to accept manu- 
y scripts are: “Word” document for text and “jpg’ for 
images. There are other formats we can often con- i 
| vert from but “pdf” format is not easily converted to | 
| something compatible for this publication. Manu- l 
I scripts in “pdf” format should be sent only to show =| 
the location where graphics are to be placed. ; 
Please send “Word” documents and jpgs to: 
' John Ferreri P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 I 
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